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So Much To Look Forward to . . . . . . 

                        I write in rhyme  
                        most of the time  
                        and couldn’t find a better way  
                        to share what I have to say.  
 
Only six months ‘til Thanksgiving  
And Christmas is seven months away.  
We are so excited to announce  
The Helfrich Park Gateway display.  
Walk or run the loop and as your passing by  
The illuminating lights will surely catch your 
eye.  

As the excitement grows for the holiday season  
Even the East siders are going to find a reason  
To jump in the car, head west and cruise by  
And see how WIA display lights up the sky.  
Stay tuned for updates and more joyful infor-
mation.  
We will soon gather to have a big celebration! 
 
Connie Howerton  
WIA Light up the Gateway Chairperson  

Fall Festival 2021 

100th Anniversary Celebration 

The city has given its OK for the Fall Festival in 

October (barring any CDC changes.) The Nut 

Club will be celebrating the big 100 years of 

fun, fellowship and food on Franklin Street. 

Of course, that also means its FF Booth plan-

ning time! First meeting sometime in June. 

SEE HELFRICH GATEWAY GARDEN WORK DAY INFORMATION ON BACK COVER 

 

WIA JUNE   

 GENERAL MEETING  

WED., JUNE 23rd 

6:00—8:30pm 

Meal will be pull pork Bar-B-Q  

and all the fixings. 

More details to follow in June N/L. 
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 from the President — 

Charlie Stocker 

 

The colors this spring have been 
overflowing! I can't remember a 
time when they have been more 
intense and long lasting than this 
year!  
I drive down Harmony Way and en-
joy Redbuds, Pink & White Dog-
woods, and then a few days later the lilacs and 
azaleas sing the melody.  Each one with a differ-
ent tune and texture lending itself to the song of 
spring.  And it is far from over; summer opens its 
cadence with the colors of iris, beautyberry, 
buttonbush, horseshoe chestnut, and the most 
past down plant from generation to generation, 
the peony.  
I sometimes wish I would slow down to be 
amazed and to feel the wonder of  all the beauty. 
 
My real purpose for writing this piece though is to 
draw an analogy of the Westside Improvement 
Association and its members beside the chorus 

of plants we are so enjoying this spring.  
I have witnessed members step up and show 
their colors or sing their song, if you will, for the 
benefit and improvement of the Westside.  Then 
to see with the next project, another group of 
members take up the baton.  It has been amaz-
ing to watch!   
From the Gateway Garden, the fountain, and so-
lar project to workdays of trash cleanup, planting 
3,000+ tulips, and being a voice affecting wise 
land use on the Westside, our members have 
written a melody like no other!  And oh, by the 
way, Connie Howerton and her crew is writing 
some new sheet music on 'Light Up the Gateway 
at Christmas'.  And Steve Craig's ensemble that 
is finishing up the score for the 'bandstand'. 
You'd be surprised at how good you sound!!   

 

And by the way, we are looking for more people 
in the chorus.  Join in and invite a friend! 

The sign construction and install is complete 

with the landscaping to be completed by the 

end of April.  

We would like to thank the following people 

who helped make this happen: 

Scott Beard, owner of Environmental Clean-

ing Solutions 

Mike Hartmann 

Andrew and Caroline Robinson 

Western Terrace  

Neighborhood Association  

Has New  

Neighborhood Sign 



 

Energize Evansville,  

Clean Evansville,  

West Sector Meeting 

& Traveling City Hall  

ARE CANCELED 

until further notice.   

Hear that noise? — 

                     It’s cicadas !! 

The anticipation of any event can be more excit-

ing than the event itself!  But in this case, I hardly 

think that is true. We are talking about Brood X.  

That is the 17 year Cicadas that have been in the 

ground for the past 17 years.  The will be emerg-

ing probably about the time you are reading this 

in the newsletter.   

Brood X is the population of cicadas that will af-

fect 15 states with the epicenter being in south-

ern Indiana. Each brood represents a geographic 

location.  Some broods are even extinct.  Brood 

X is  the largest by far of all the broods.  Ento-

mologists are suggesting trillions will be emerg-

ing from the ground.  1.5 million per acre!  Can 

you believe it, the epicenter is in our own back 

yard! 

This  is what happens:  the cicada emerges as a 

nymph and climbs the first tree, or upright struc-

ture and remains still for 4 hours while the wings 

form.  Then they will forage basically on younger 

trees for a short time. They will then begin to take 

their back leg and start rubbing it against their 

abdomen make that awful screeching sound, that 

when working together, will reach decibels  over 

100.  The reason for that is to attract females.  

This will go on for 30-45 days, 

The time comes for them to lay eggs in the 

crotches of young trees, where after a period of 

time, pupate and fall to the ground.  There they 

will burrow into the ground some 12-18 inches.  

The cicadas will remain there for another 17 

years.  Interestingly, they move no more than 5 

feet in the span of that 17 years. 

Cicadas are not locusts.  They will not forage as 

locusts do.  They have no mouth parts to bite 

you.  They are chocked full of proteins.  In fact, if 

you go to the internet, you will find any number of 

recipes to prepare them.  Predators of the cica-

das gear up for this banner year as cicadas really 

have no protection from them 

The last visit of Brood X was 2004.  We hope you 

are here to see the invasion in 2038. 

 

Doc’s Words of Wisdom 

The pessimist complains 

about the wind.   

The optimist expects it 

to change.   

The realist adjust the 

sails! 

         - William Arthur Ward 
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TIPS FOR MOSQUITO BITE PREVENTION 

Walking along trails provides many health benefits to people. Don’t let pesky bug bites ruin your 
day with friends and family. Check out Indiana State Department of Health’s tips for protecting 
yourself from MOSQUITO BITES. 

The best way to prevent mosquito-borne illnesses is to prevent the bites of infected mosquitoes. You 
can do this by taking measures to protect yourself from mosquito bites, taking steps to control mosqui-
toes indoors and outdoors, and supporting mosquito control programs in your community. 

Protecting Yourself From Mosquito Bites 

 Know when to expect mosquito bites. The mosquitoes that trans-
mit disease in Indiana usually bite during the hours from dusk to 
dawn. 
Wear EPA-registered insect repellents. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) recommends repellents containing DEET, 
picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eucalyptus, para-menthane-diol or 2-
undecanone. Not all repellents are effective against both mosqui-
toes and ticks. Always follow product instructions: 

 Do not use insect repellent on babies younger than 2 months 
old. 

 Do not use products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus or para-menthane-diol on children younger 
than 3 years old. 
 

 Treat your clothes and outdoor gear with 0.5% permethrin. Permethrin can be 
used to treat boots, clothing and camping gear and remains protective through 
several washings. Permethrin should never be applied directly to the skin. 
 Reduce the amount of exposed skin. Wearing long sleeves, long pants, hats, 

socks and shoes that recover the entire foot will make it more difficult for mos-
quitoes to bite. 

Taking Steps to Control Mosquitoes Indoors and Outdoors 

 If possible, use air conditioning rather than leaving your doors and windows open. 

 Use screens on windows and doors. Repair holes in screens to keep mosquitoes outdoors. 

 Find and remove possible mosquito breeding sites around your home. Mosquitoes lay their eggs in 
standing water. Removing sources of standing water can reduce the number of mosquitoes around 
your property. This will protect you and your family as well as your neighbors: 

 “Tip and toss:” Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, cover, or throw out items that could col-
lect water outdoors, such as tires, buckets, planters, toys, pools, birdbaths, flowerpots and trash con-
tainers. 

 Tightly cover water storage containers (buckets, cisterns, rain barrels) so that mosquitoes cannot 
get inside to lay eggs. 

 For containers without lids, use wire mesh with holes smaller than an adult mosquito. 

 If you have a septic tank, repair any cracks or gaps. Cover open vents or plumbing pipes. Use wire 
mesh with holes smaller than an adult mosquito. 
 

TICK BITE PREVENTION COMNG NEXT MONTH 



Doc’s Words of Wisdom 

      RECYCLING  

DROP-OFF DAYS 

  June 5th, 2021 

  4551 University Drive  
 (old Walmart West) 

 8am-Noon  
 

 

 

For more information, contact  

Vanderburgh Co. Solid Waste District  

at 812-436-7800 or 

www.evansville.in.gov/recycle 

Starting June 5th at 9:00am  

Franklin Street Library Lawn 
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Your membership can make you a part of such a positive impact in our community! 
     

Become a Century Member by sending a check for $100 to the address on the form provided above. 
Once we receive your membership form and dues, you’ll receive the following benefits: 
 Be a member of Westside Improvement Association  
 Receive a Century Member certificate  
 Be listed in our monthly newsletter Pointing Westward, our website and Facebook page 
 Have a voice in how we conduct our business for the coming year 
Questions?  Please contact Melanie Stagg,  812-483-9750 or justafloridagirl01@yahoo.com 

WESTSIDE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION—2021 Membership Form 

Clip  & Send to:  WIA – P.O. Box 6172 – West Wabash Station – Evansville, IN  47719-0172 
The Westside Improvement Association, Inc., is a nonprofit organization (501 (c)(3)) which exists solely to act for the betterment 

of the west side of Vanderburgh County which includes this newsletter, Fred Padget Award, Helfrich Gateway Garden, Clem 

Frank Nature Preserve,  advocacy in land use issues, social functions and special awards.  
 

Please Circle: Full-Time Student - $10 /year                     Individual - $15 /year                   Household - $20 /year     
     Corporate / Organization - $30 /year                 Century Member - $100 / year 
 
Name:      _____       _____________________________________                                                                           

Home       

Address:      _____    Zip:_______________________ 

 

Phone:    ____________________Email:        ___________________________                    _ 

Business      Business 

Name:                  Address:______   ___________________ 

Business      Business 

Phone:                 Email: ________ __ ______________________________ 

 

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER AT OUR FALL FESTIVAL FOOD BOOTH?  ___YES   ____NO 
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President:   Charlie Stocker, 812-431-2327,   gardenguyc21@gmail.com 

Sr. Vice President:  Lorie Van Hook, 812-319-3496,  lorielorie@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice President:  Steve Craig, 812-305-0725,  doccraig5120@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary/N/L Editor: , Janice Ricketts, 812-431-4186,   janrsew@aol.com 

Treasurer:  Bill Schenk. 812-760-6132,  schenkerle@unitedschenkaccounting.com 

Membership Secretary:  Melanie Stagg, 812-483-9750, justafloridagirl01@yahoo.com 

If you have any questions, concerns or comments,  

please send these officers an email. 

2021 WIA Officers: 
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Bill Schenk 

Carol & Larry  
Haller            

In Memory of 
Paul Farmer  

Monie & Mark 
 Freeman 

Keith & Sharon 
Hollander 

Richard Mitchell ASLA Inc. 

Landscape Architect  

Rick & Karen  
Reising 

David K. Robinson 

Gordon & Carol 
Dingman 

For Your Positive Impact on Our Westside Community 

THANK YOU CENTURY MEMBERS 

Jack Huffman 
 

 

 

Randy & Janice  Ricketts 
Stephen & Jackie 

Folz & Family 

Mike & Ann 

Ennis 

Fred 

Padget 

 

Bill Long 

Steve  Craig 

Cheryl & Robert  

Musgrave 



 

 

 

WIA Board  
Meeting  

 

Wednesday,  
May 26th,  2021 

5:00pm  

Howell Shelter  
House 

 

Any member can attend 
 the Board meetings. 

WIA 

Non-Profit Org. 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

Evansville, IN 

PERMIT NO. 1087 

Return Service 
Requested 

To enhance the natural environment of the west side of Vanderburgh County and serve 

the common good of its residents by exerting influence on public and private sector. 

Helfrich Gateway  

Garden Workday 

May 15th starting @ 8 am 
 

We will be digging up the old tulip 

bulbs, pulling weeds and mulching 

all the flower beds.    

Please bring gloves, shovels, rakes 

and wheelbarrows. 

 

MORE HANDS 

MAKE  

LESS WORK ! 

 

 


