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 What a year!  Everyone is still talking about the half 

pot and when someone is going to come forward to 

claim all that money!  The rain on Friday didn’t damp-

en the Festival or the sales especially at WIA Booth 

#80, “Home of the Sammie”.  I hope everyone saw 

our new signs.  

After spending some time tallying order forms, I am 

proud to report we sold 2,889 Sammies, 596 

Westside Sammies, 377 eggrolls and 990 orders of 

pepper jack cheese balls  - that’s 11,880 cheeseballs 

fried!  Wow!! 

The  new sandwich, Westside Sammie, started off 

slow but gained popularity as the week went on.  We 

went through 156 lbs. of bologna!   

After subtracting our bills from our gross deposits, we 

made over $15,200.00 net.  What an accomplish-

ment!! 

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way to 

make this our best year yet, There were so many of 

you who put in several shifts,  ran errands and sup-

ported the booth in many ways.  A special thank you 

to the Fall Festival Committee who spent many 

months before the Fall Festival preparing for the one 

week event. 

There is some pulled pork available if anyone would 

like to purchase it.  They are 5# bricks, vacuumed 

pack and frozen for $25.00/brick which is what we 

paid from Schnucks.  Text me at 812-431-4186 if you 

are interested. 

Fall Festival Results— Excitement at Booth #80 

New 

Signs 

New 

Aprons 

New 

Freezer 

More pictures on page 4. 



We will be planting 2,500                for a spectacular display of tulip flowers in 

the spring.  Charlie Stocker has ordered five stellar arrays of colors and hues to 

make the gardens vibrant!!!   Remember many                    make light work.                    

   Please bring gloves and expect a really cool time!!! 

   Rain date will be the following Saturday, November 23rd. 
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Celebrating United Neighborhoods of Evansville 
 2019 SPARKPLUG BANQUET 

 “It’s a Beautiful Day in Every Neighborhood”  
by Lorie A. Van Hook 

The United Neighborhoods of Evansville’s (UNOE), 2019 24th Annual Sparkplug Recognition Banquet, It’s a 

Beautiful Day in Every Neighborhood was held Thursday, October 24. It was a wonderful evening celebrating Ev-

ansville’s finest community volunteers. It was a packed house at the Tropicana Executive Conference Center Wal-

nut Room, with little room to spare for those who didn’t preregister. A row of gift baskets donated by individuals 

from the neighborhoods were displayed along tables at the front of the stage. Gina Moore and Bob Green enter-

tained during dinner, while all who attended enjoyed food, fun and neighborhood fellowship. 

WIA’s own board member, Charlie Stocker was the keynote speaker for the event, 

bringing a very inspirational speech about the importance of UNOE’s neighbors and 

what part we play in the overall success of Evansville. As we stay connected to our 

neighbors and seek to care for, look after and make a difference, we truly improve our 

neighborhoods, bringing about positive changes in the community. 

UNOE recognized more than 20 Sparkplug Award winners. A Sparkplug is someone 

who has gone above and beyond to help their neighbors and neighborhood. Each neigh-

borhood nominates one individual, group, organization, or business that resides or oper-

ates within their boundaries.  

WIA nominated Randy and Janice Ricketts as our Sparkplug 

Awardees this year. Randy and Janice went above and beyond all 

expectations in helping with our Fall Festival booth, remodeling, 

repairing, ordering, scheduling, and much more to list. We are 

grateful for their dedication, servant hood and thoughtful consider-

ation for every detail, which helped WIA reach our goals and 

make the Fall Festival week better than ever! 

We look forward to 2020 and the opportunities we have together 

in serving our community, and to see who the next WIA Sparkplug 

winner will be. 

Save the Date — Saturday, November 16th,  

9:00am, Helfrich Gateway Garden, TULIPS! 



Slate for 2020 Officers and Board Members At Large  nominees are: 
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Officers: 

President— Melanie Stagg 

Sr. Vice—  Would you consider? 

Jr. Vice—  Steve Craig 

Secretary— Janice Ricketts 

Treasurer— Bill Schenk 

Membership Secretary—Lee Jorgensen 

 

Board Members At Large: 

Jayne Buthod  Julie Deeg  

Gordon Dingman  Stephen Folz 

Bill Harty   Connie Howerton 

Fred Padget  Randy Ricketts 

Lori Schutz   Karen Selby 

Linda Singer  Carolyn Stagg 

Charlie Stocker  Lorie Van Hook 

JoAnn Volz 



Clem Frank Preserve Gets New Bridge 
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Western Terrace Neighborhood Association scheduled several work days in the Clem Frank Preserve 
to prepare for the new bridge.  West Side Improvement purchased the bridge to make the area safer 
for all to enjoy the nice trails in the nearly 3 acre wooded preserve.  What an improvement!  We are 
so happy to share these final pictures with you. Thank you Mr. Fence for your fine work! 

 Before 

After 

Just a Few of our many Fall Festival Volunteers —— 

Thank  

        You!! 



Doc’s Words of Wisdom 

President:   Melanie Stagg,  812-483-9750,   justafloridagirl01@yahoo.com 

Sr. Vice President:  Lorie Van Hook, 812-319-3496, lorielorie@hotmail.com 

Jr. Vice President:  Steve Craig, 812-305-0725, doccraig5120@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Linda Singer, 812-424-2536, lindaque@windstream.net 

Treasurer:  Bill Schenk. 812-760-6132, schenkerle@unitedschenkaccounting.com 

Membership Secretary:  Stephen Folz, 812-760-0425, sfolz@twc.com 

2019 WIA Officers 

BIT OF WIA  
OWL HISTORY 
When the original logo of 
an owl came about in 
1978. it was the era of 
“Give a hoot, don’t pol-
lute.”  The original owl 
logo was a stern, very se-
rious looking owl.  He 
meant business!  The word 
‘OWL’ was also an acronym for “Outlaw 
Westside Litter.” 

Recently it was agreed upon by the Board 
to update our owl.  A committee was 
formed, results were given and a vote was 
taken. 

Meet our new owl logo.  He is not quite as 
stern but is still keeping an eye out for 
what happens on the Westside.  He is a 
wise and very concerned creature who 
wants the best for our community. 

Unfortunately he does not have a name 
yet. If you have any suggestions, please 
send to janrsew@aol.com.  We will share 
suggestions with the Board and decide. 

FALLING LEAVES = LIQUID GOLD? 
 

I know I’ve mentioned it before, but it bears re-

peating because I never learn anything when some-

one tells me one time.  

Trees spend the entire growing season mining for 

minerals deep in the soil. Areas we cannot reach.  

Then store many of those minerals in the leaves. 

As the days get shorter, the tree starts preparing for 

winter by stopping the flow of nutrients into the 

leaves and a barrier is formed between the leaf pet-

iole and the twig. And as Paul Harvey used to say 

you know the rest of the story. Those beautiful 

leaves fall to the ground.  

For some of us it conjures up negativity in know-

ing that we are going to have to clean those leaves 

off of our lawn. For other organic thinkers those 

leaves are an opportunity!! Trust me they have so 

many minerals and nutrients in them that it’s free 

fertilizer of trace elements for our landscapes!  

Simply gather them up, shred them, and use them 

as mulch anywhere in the garden.  

Or shred them, put them in a bag, punch holes in 

the bag ( 30 or so), water the bag and  

Tie it up. Put off to the side and you’ve got leaf 

mold. In the spring that is liquid gold.  

Don’t miss that opportunity this fall. 
 

Charlie Stocker, “The Garden Guy” 
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“Silence is golden. 

Speech is silver.” 

- ancient Egyptian proverb 



For Your Positive Impact on Our Westside Community 

THANK YOU CENTURY MEMBERS 

Your membership can make you a part of such a positive impact in our community! 
     

Becoming a Century Member involves sending $100 by check to the address on the form provided above. 
Once we receive your membership form and dues, you’ll receive the following benefits: 
• Be a member of Westside Improvement Association  
• Receive a Century Member certificate  
• Be listed in our monthly newsletter Pointing Westward, our website and Facebook page 
• Have a voice in how we conduct our business for the coming year 
Questions?  Please contact Stephen Folz, Membership Secretary at 812-760-0425 or sfolz@twc.com 

WESTSIDE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION—2019 Membership Form 
Clip  & Send to:  WIA – P.O. Box 6172 – West Wabash Station – Evansville, IN  47719-0172 

The Westside Improvement Association, Inc., is a nonprofit organization (501 (c)(3)) which exists solely to act for the betterment 

of the west side of Vanderburgh County which includes this newsletter, Fred Padget Award, Helfrich Gateway Garden, Clem 

Frank Nature Preserve,  advocacy in land use issues, social functions and special awards.  
 

Please Circle: Full-Time Student - $10 /year                     Individual - $15 /year                   Household - $20 /year     
     Corporate / Organization - $30 /year                 Century Member - $100 / year 
 

Name:      _____       ______________________________________                                                                          
Home       
Address:      _____    Zip:_______________________ 
 
Phone:    ____________________Email:        _______________________________                     _ 
Business      Business 
Name:                  Address:______         _____________________ 
Business      Business 
Phone:                 Email: ________    ______________________________ 
 

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER AT OUR FALL FESTIVAL FOOD BOOTH?  ___YES   ____NO 
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Richard Mitchell ASLA Inc. 

Landscape Architect  

Rick & Karen 
Reising 

David K. Robinson 



- 7 - 

Bill Schenk 

Carol & Larry  
Haller            

Gene and Charlotte  
Warren & Family 
North Park Shopping Center 
Gene Warren Developments  

 

Jack Huffman 
 

In Memory of 

Paul Farmer  

Monie & Mark 
 Freeman 

Keith & Sharon 
Hollander 

To become a Century Member, 

please contact  

Stephen Folz,  

Membership Secretary  

at 812-760-0425 or 

sfolz@twc.com 

 

Howell 

Par 3 

Gordon & Carol 
Dingman 

For Your Positive Impact on Our Westside Community 

THANK YOU CENTURY MEMBERS 

             Looking for   

                  more 

            CENTURY  

                 MEMBERS! 



WIA 

Non-Profit Org. 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

Evansville, IN 

PERMIT NO. 1087 

Return Service 
Requested 

To enhance the natural environment of the west side of Vanderburgh County and serve 

the common good of its residents by exerting influence on public and private sector 

Look What’s Happening in YOUR Community 
November 2:  Recycling Day, Old Walmart West, 9am-Noon  
          

November 16:  Planting Bulbs @ Helfrich Gateway Garden, 
  9am-2pm.  Please bring gloves. 

November 19: Coffee with a Cop, Chick-Fil-A at Cross Pointe, 
 7am-9am 

November 21: WIA General Annual Banquet,  
 See details on page 3. 

December 7:  Recycling Day, Old Walmart West, 9am-Noon  

December 14:   Recycling Day, 4-H Center, 9am-Noon  

ITEMS TO BRING FOR RECYCLING:  (Please be sure items are clean and sorted.) 

Aluminum cans, Cardboard, Junk Mail, Catalogs/magazines, Metal food cans, Newspaper,  
#1-#7 plastic containers  **no glass, Styrofoam or plastic bags** 


