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Charlie Stocker 

I firmly believe activity promotes community! On March 6 

the WIA had a trash cleanup day that covered the 3 mile 

loop and Golfmoor  Road.  In addition. we had two trim-

ming demonstrations with the plant material at Gateway 

Park and between 25 and 30 people participated in every-

thing.    

About a dozen stayed over for an hour or so, taking the 

pulse of the program, rezoning, etc. that affect the west 

side.  I got to witness, as many did, a real synergy in our 

association! 

Now I want to say this, those activities are important and 

are a piece of what we are about; however, there are 

some rezonings that WIA is going to have to confront and 

be a voice for our Westside community.  That is also part 

of WIA’s DNA. 

We have yet to fill the committee for ‘Land Use Planning.’  

Fred Padget historically was our torch bearer for this com-

mittee.  He went to meetings and helped direct much of 

the city's rezoning initiatives.  This past month alone we 

have received by registered mail, four rezoning affidavits 

inside the Westside boundaries.   We are making you, the 

members, aware of this need; to fill this committee with 

approximately 5 to 6 people so we can exert a positive 

influence on the private and public sectors! 

A note of thanks and appreciation to Melanie Stagg, our 

membership chairman, because for the month of February 

she has tripled our income from new members and cen-

tury members compared to last February! 

 

Spring has Sprung, We have Begun ---  

March Trash Pick-up Day 



The Loop                                      

by Dr. James Schroeder (reprinted by permission) 
 

A lone walker strides up the hill.  In the distance, lively 

conversation can be heard as shadows creep onto the 

hilly landscape while the sun begins to rise.  The ma-

jestic Helfrich house sits high above the hill.   The yel-

low flags in the background blow softly in the wind. 

Like almost every day on the The Loop, mornings start 

a little earlier and evenings end a little later as its loyal 

patrons come in search of fitness, camaraderie, and 

contemplation. 

Slightly under three miles in length (depending on 

which southerly route is taken), The Loop encompasses 

Mesker Park Drive/St. Joseph Avenue to its east, 

Maryland Avenue and/or Golfmoor Road to its south, 

Harmony Way to its west, and Wimberg Avenue to its 

north.  In 1923, Helfrich Golf Course welcomed its 

first golfers as pack animals pulling non-motorized 

mowers groomed its grounds.  Five years later, Mesker 

Park Zoo opened its doors as the one of oldest and larg-

est zoos in Indiana.  In 1951, the Mesker Amphitheatre 

was completed after philanthropist George Mesker left 

three-quarters of a million dollars upon his death to en-

hance the entertainment in the park.  Just to the north 

lies Alexander Memorial Park and St. Joseph Catholic 

Cemetery, whose grounds have held the remains of 

loved ones since 1917 and 1872, respectively.  On the 

west side of The Loop, Mater Dei High School first 

welcomed its students in 1949 and continues to provide 

a faith-based education to those who pass through its 

doors 

 

In the summertime, young children and their families 

crowd into the fields of Golfmoor Park for our nation’s 

pastime.  The pop of the racquetball and the chatter on 

the tennis and basketball courts can be heard by any 

pedestrian who walks by.  As the sunny, warm days 

give way to the winter chill, the little white balls on 

Helfrich Hills are replaced by a snowy landscape full 

of sledders and snowboarders gliding down its 

slopes.  The lakes turn to ice, and deer, fox, and other 

furry and feathery creatures scour the landscape for 

food until spring beckons the waterfowl to return 

home.  Over the years, residents on Mesker Park Drive 

have heard anywhere from the crooning of Bob Dylan 

and Harry Belafonte to the hard rock of Poison and Jon 

Bon Jovi to the sweet ivory of Liberace; some days, 

when the wind freshens from the north, these sounds 

are replaced by exclamations of a primate or a large cat 

roar. 

But on any given day, The Loop remains a symbol of 

vintage Americana.  It is a place where people come to 

process the struggles of the day and the talk of the 

week; where parents push their kids in strollers, only 

for their kids to return and do the same decades 

later.  It is a place where sometimes, the most unlikely 

of people may show up—like on a misty night five 

years ago when Sister Madonna Buder, known world-

wide as the Iron Nun, came to run with a few new ac-

quaintances.  But more than anything, it is a place 

where the most likely people keep coming back.  If you 

take an hour to sit and watch its patrons  pass by, you 

are guaranteed to see a friend, or an old classmate, or 

just someone who looks oh so familiar even if you 

can’t place his or her name.  Maybe in some way, The 

Loop has a custom of making strangers feel like 

friends, as for almost a century it has welcomed its 

family to come back home. 

 

A big thank you to Keep Evansville Beautiful 
for the donation of  trash bags, buckets, 
gloves and grabbers for our March Trash 
Pickup Day. 

And a big thank you to all our volunteers for 
helping clean up our neighborhood! 



My grandpa was a truck farmer. For any of you who don’t 

know what that term means, it’s a family who made the 

majority of their living from raising vegetables and selling 

the produce.  My grandpa‘s name strangely enough was 

Charlie Stocker. He had nine children and they all partici-

pated in the raising of those vegetables.  

Some 120 years ago they didn’t have tillers but they had 

horses and mules. They had plows or single bottom plows 

that would turn the soil over.  That’s how they prepared 

their gardens to grow the vegetables.  

Later,  my aunts and uncles continued with gardening.  Not 

with horses and mules but with tillers. It was a regular 

thing to till their gardens and prepare them for spring 

plantings. All over America, garden tillers were used to 

prepare for vegetable gardens.  

As I like to say, I want to introduce a paradigm shift -- 

now Hear Me Out! 

Soil science has increased our understanding of the soil 

food web and it has become more and more clear tilling is 

bad for the soil. 

Tilling wipes out the microbes and the fungi which break 

down the minerals and nutrients of the soil in order to feed 

the plants and at the same time releases carbon into the 

atmosphere.  No till gardening provides a rich soil environ-

ment for plants with much less work on the gardener's part.  

Tilling also destroys the soil structure that naturally devel-

ops when soil is undisturbed.  

Hey I know, I’ve been tilling for years and it’s worked for 

me. That’s how I would’ve answered this three years ago. 

This idea behind no till gardening is to mimic a natural 

ecosystem by allowing the soil to develop its natural struc-

ture, life, and vitality.  Natural ecosystems like a forest or 

grass land just grow.  No one is turning the soil or fertiliz-

ing them. Soil that hasn’t been tilled is also more effective 

at sequestering carbon, so no till gardening is a tool to 

combat climate change. 

  

Tilling also uncovers countless weed seed, and once ex-

posed to the light it causes them to germinate. The key to 

no till gardening uses layers, much like a compost pile; 

you layer the brown and the green materials as high as you 

desire but a minimum of 10- 12 inches. 

Note: brown materials are carbon rich -such as leaves, 

straw, shredded paper, and cardboard. 

Green materials are nitrogen rich, such as fresh grass clip-

pings and coffee grounds. 

Whatever the layers 

are, cap the top with 

finished compost. 

The layer of fin-

ished compost will 

inoculate the mate-

rials underneath 

with the microbes 

necessary for de-

composition. ￼ 

I really hope I explained this in a way that makes sense 

because I really believe it!  

I believe we will not stop global warming but we can do 

our part.  

If we sell our tiller or put it in the shed, there will still be 

compacted soils.  There will still be insects and viruses 

that will challenge us in the garden but it’s nice to know 

that we can still make a difference in that little 10 by 20 ft. 

plot that we get so much enjoyment from.  

  

Charlie Stocker, Hey Garden Guy 

No Till is the Way to Go ! 



Your membership can make you a part of such a positive impact in our community! 
     

Become a Century Member by sending a check for $100 to the address on the form provided above. 
Once we receive your membership form and dues, you’ll receive the following benefits: 
 Be a member of Westside Improvement Association  
 Receive a Century Member certificate  
 Be listed in our monthly newsletter Pointing Westward, our website and Facebook page 
 Have a voice in how we conduct our business for the coming year 
Questions?  Please contact Melanie Stagg,  812-483-9750 or justafloridagirl01@yahoo.com 

WESTSIDE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION—2021 Membership Form 

Clip  & Send to:  WIA – P.O. Box 6172 – West Wabash Station – Evansville, IN  47719-0172 
The Westside Improvement Association, Inc., is a nonprofit organization (501 (c)(3)) which exists solely to act for the betterment 

of the west side of Vanderburgh County which includes this newsletter, Fred Padget Award, Helfrich Gateway Garden, Clem 

Frank Nature Preserve,  advocacy in land use issues, social functions and special awards.  
 

Please Circle: Full-Time Student - $10 /year                     Individual - $15 /year                   Household - $20 /year     
     Corporate / Organization - $30 /year                 Century Member - $100 / year 
 
Name:      _____       _____________________________________                                                                           

Home       

Address:      _____    Zip:_______________________ 

 

Phone:    ____________________Email:        ___________________________                    _ 

Business      Business 

Name:                  Address:______   ___________________ 

Business      Business 

Phone:                 Email: ________ __ ______________________________ 

 

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER AT OUR FALL FESTIVAL FOOD BOOTH?  ___YES   ____NO 
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Doc’s Words of Wisdom 
RECYCLING  

DROP-OFF DAYS 

  April 10th  &  May 1st 

  4551 University Drive  
 (old Walmart West) 

 8am-Noon  
 

A new broom sweeps 
clean but an old 
broom knows all  

the corners. 

- from Virgin Islands For more information, contact  

Vanderburgh Co. Solid Waste District  

at 812-436-7800 or 

www.evansville.in.gov/recycle 
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Bill Schenk 

Carol & Larry  
Haller            

In Memory of 
Paul Farmer  

Monie & Mark 
 Freeman 

Keith & Sharon 
Hollander 

Richard Mitchell ASLA Inc. 

Landscape Architect  

Rick & Karen  
Reising 

David K. Robinson 

Gordon & Carol 
Dingman 

For Your Positive Impact on Our Westside Community 

THANK YOU CENTURY MEMBERS 

Jack Huffman 
 

 

 

Randy & Janice  Ricketts 
Stephen & Jackie 

Folz & Family 

Mike & Ann 

Ennis 

Fred 

Padget 

 

Bill Long 



 

 

 

WIA Board  
Meeting  

 

Wednesday,  
April 28th,  2021 

5:00pm  

Howell Shelter  
House 

 

Any member can attend 
 the Board meetings. 

WIA 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Return Service 
Requested 

To enhance the natural environment of the west side of Vanderburgh County and serve 

the common good of its residents by exerting influence on public and private sector. 

Be sure to check out  
Helfrich Gateway Gardens  

in the coming weeks! 

Tulips are coming!! 


